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:  :  .  ,  IMDI’S  OK  H  K:  :>  ;  '  i 

•  [Following  is  a  t^anslatim  of  an  article  tgr  Hu  Hsi-Huei  1  ^ 

i  ■  in  the  Chiness-language  daily:  ne'Kfspaper,  Jen^inln  Jlh^^p,  -  ^ 
Peiping,  25  April  I960,  page  7*3  •  ; 

;  Hver  sto  Wahkind  entered  the  stage  of  class  society,  the 
question  of  peace  and  war  was  a  majos’  question  in  man's  political 
activity.  Prior,  to  the  complete  eliiainatiQn  of  capitalist,  itnpeiiali^  - 
on  the  TTorld  scene,  the  alternation  between  war  and  peace  is  a  .regu?nr  ■ 
and  inevitable  phenomenon*  Ifflain  took  a  firm  Marsist  stand,  analyzed 
the  Source  and  essence  of  Wars,  defined  the  relationship, between  war,  ; 
peace,  and  revolution,  and  with  ..the:  attitude  toward  peace  ^d.jwar  of 
a  Marxist,  e3q>osed  the  fraud  of  inperialism  on  the  question  of  war 
and  peace,  criticized  the  reactionary  slanders  of  social  chauvinists 
and  soolal:pacdfists,  defended  and  developed  MarjdLst  theo^  on  the  ■ 
question  Of  peace  and  war,  and  made  a  trawendous  contributi<w  to  the 
cause  of  international  proletarian  revolution.  , 

The  inperlalist  system  is  the  root  cause  of  war  in  modern  times. 
The  question  of .  peace  and  war  is  still  a  basic  question  in  tlie  realm 
of  international  political  life  and  the  struggle  for  the  defense  of 
world  peace,,  the  struggle  to  gain  permanent  world  peace,  is  a  major  , 
political  task  now  confronting  the  people  of -  the  whole  xroi’ld.  In 
coramoraorating  the  90th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  henin.,  the  study  , 
of  hisi  theory  on  the  question  of  peace  and.  w^  has  a  great  practical 
significance.  ,  : 

,  Inperialism  is  the  SoiH'ce  of  :War.  Rasdlutely^^^  ,  :  r: 

Oppose  Unjust  ^tfars  and  Support  Just  War-s^  .  ..  ,  . 

Lenin  taught  us  that,  rlth  regard  to  any  qiresticm  or'  thing  we  , 
always  must  carry  out  a  oonjsrete  ana!i.y.sia,  using  the  viesi^olnt  of  ,  - 
dialecldcal  materialism  and  historical  mate:cia7ism.  We  must  also  :  • 
proceed  in  this  way  with  regard  to  the  question  of  peace  and  war. 
Following  the  .outbreak  of  World  W^ar  I,  a  crucial  question  facing  the  ;; 
pi’oletartat  and  its  polrltical  party  was  how  to  treat  this  war*  ^ 

criticizing  the  opportoniot  leadorship  of  the  Second  iitematibnal,  , 
Larxin  poiivted  out  that  in- .order  to  dotermrine  correct3y  the  atiiitude 
to  adopt  toward  the  War,  it  was  necessary  first  to  coiip’iBhend  clearly 
the; factors  giving  rise,  to  war  and  the  essence  of  war...  War  is  not  an 
innate  phenomenon  of  human  spcietyj;  it  is  a  prpd\wt  of  ®y®tera  of 
private  ownership  of  the  means  of  production  and  the  di^sion  of  society 
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into  antagonistic  classes.  Under  the  original  communal  system,  there 
was  no  class  and  no  state,  no  exploitation  or  oppression  of  man  by- 
man,  nor  was  there  any  war.  In  class  society,  the  outbreak  of  wars 
is  inevitable  as  a  result  of  various  kinds  of  antagonistic  contradic¬ 
tions.  As  capitalism  develops  to  the:  stage  of  in^erialisra,  the  various 
contradictions  inherent  in  capitalism  become  extreme  and,  as  an  to- 
evitable  result,' different  kinds  of  war  sure' initiated;  that  is,  im¬ 
perialist  wars,  Tjars, of  national  liberation,  and  revolutionary  civil 

wars.  -  ■ 

T-ftn-in  not  Only  proclaimed  that  imperialist  wars,  wars  of  national 
liberation,  and  revolutionary  civil  wars  were  inevitable,  but  also 
predicted  that  under  circumstance  whai  socialism  will  be  •\dLctorious 
in  one  or  several  countries,  vaii.ous  countries 'in  the  world  -under 
mbribund  capitalism  inevitably  will  adopt  various  methods  to  eliminate 
the  newly  bom  socialist  state  and  therefore  there  may  occur  a  war  for 
the  defense  of  the  socialist  fatherland.  The  war  for  the  defense  of  . 

the  Soviet  fatherland  instigated  by  the  armed  intervention  of  the  In  • 
imperialist  powers  is  the  first  and  most  outstanding  exaniple  of  a  war 
of  this'kind.  '  :  : 

'  It  is  clear  from  this  that  in  the  era  of  imperialism,  the  system 
of  imperialism  is  the  source  of  war,  Moreo'Ver,  not  only  ■will  the  ^ 
struggle  for  colonies  and  markets  among  iii?)erialists  ine-vitably  give  • 
rise  to  wars  between  them;  -  but  there  will  also  be  wars  of  national 
liberation,  revol'utionaiy  civil  wars,  and  wars  for  the  defense  of 
the  socialist  fatherland  arising  from  the  plunder  and  oppression  of 
the  colonies  and  protectorates  and  of  the  domestic  and  International 
proletariat  as  well  as -the  working  masSesw  Back  in  199^,  Lenin  stated 
that,  "War  at  my  time  or  any  place  is  always  instigated  by  the  ex¬ 
ploiters,  the  rulers,  and  the  oppressor  class,'?  (Collected  Works  of 
Lenin, 'Volume  VIII,  page  531)  »  ■  The  history  of  wars 'incontrovertibly 
attest  to  this  truth,  -  " 

So  long  as  impmialism  exists,  various  kinds  of  war  inevi-bably 
will  occur.  However,  inasmuch  as  wars  vary  in  their  nature,  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  the  analysis  a  step  further,  '  In  Lenin* s  analysis 
and  argument,  there  are  wars  of  two  characters  and  natures s  ^i^t  and 
unjust  wars,  Lenin  pointed  out  that  'all  wars  are  a  Oontihuation  of 
policy  by  another  means  (that  is,  violence).  In  order  to  understand  ■ 
the  nature  of  war,  therefore,  it  is  necessaiy  to  study  the  overall  : 
pre-war  policy  of  the  class  carrying  out  the  war  from  the  aspect  of  > 
the  relationship  between  economics  and  politics,  to  see  for  what  aim 
and  by  what  class  the  war  is  being  waged,  and  to  see  what  policy  the  ■  , 
war  is  carrying  out,  Exandning  the  above  mentioned  kinds  of  wars  ^om 
this  viewpoint,  we  can  see  that?  wars  of  national  liberation  are  a 
continuation  of  the  policy  by  which  the  people  in  coloid.es  and  pro¬ 
tectorates  oppose  national  oppression  ahd  deize  national  independence; 
revolutiCnMy  civil  wars  in  which  the  'proletariat  opposes  the  bour¬ 
geoisie  and  wars  for  the  defense  of  the  socialist  fatherland-  are  a 
continuation  of  the  socialist  revolutionary  movement,  a  continuation 
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of  the  policy  of  proletarian  revolution^  Biese  wars  are  cairied  out 
hy  the  revoltttionaiyi  progressive’ class  and  they  proaote  the’ develop¬ 
ment  of  society,  ■  They  are  therefore  all  just  wars,:  Imperialist  wars-; 
are  a  Continuation  of  the  policy  of  the  plundeS*,  by  moribund  capitalism, 
of > colonies,  the  Oppressiori  of  other  nations,  and  the  suppression  of 
the  workers’  movement  j  these  wars  sufe  carried  out  by  the  reactionary  ■ 
classes,  they  block  the  development  of  society.  They  are  therefore 
unjust  and  reactionary  Wars,  '  Because  wars  are  different  in  their 
nature,  Maradsts  absolutely  cannot  unconditionally  oppose  all  wars j 
they  must  resolutely  support  just  wars  and  oppose  unjust  wars,: 

■  lenih  pointed  out  that  imperialist  wars  are  an  inevitable  product 
of  the  capitalist  system  of  private  ownership,  and  if  this  system  of 
ownership  is  not  eliminated,  it  will  be  impossible  to  end  wars  and 
attain  a  real  peace.  It  is  necessary  therefore  that  the  struggle 
against  imperialist  wars  and  for  peace  be  lliiked  with  the  cause  of 
proletarian  revolution.  •  •' 

Early,  in  August  1907,  at  the  Seventh  Congress  of  the  Second 
International  held  in  Stuttgart,  Lenin  pointed  out  that  the  objective 
conditions  for  the  proletarian  revolution  were  already  ripe  and  that 
only  the  proletarian  revolution  will  be  able  to  eliminate  imperialism. 
Therefore,  there  should  be  no  "substitution  of  peace  for  war:,  bnt  rather 
a  substitution  of  socialism  for  capitalism;"  there  should  be  a  "utiliza^ 
tion  of  the  crisis  created  by  war  to  hasten  the  overthrow  of  the  ■ 

bourgeoisie,"  ‘  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XIII,  page  61;). 

‘  •  Following  the  outbreak  of  World  War  I,  in  Opposition  to  the 
renegade  activities  of  the  leaders  of  the  Second  International,  Lenin 
used  the  vieiipoint  of  class  struggle  between  the  proletariat  and  the  : 
bourgeoisie  as  well  as  the  viewpoint  of  preparing,  propagandizing,  'and 
promoting  the  woPld  proletarian  revolution  to  formulate  the  strategic  . ; ' 
line  Of  ttiming  the  iii5)erialist  war  into  a  revolutionary  civil  war. 

The  Bolshevik  party,  under  Lenin’s  leadership,  resolutely  grasped  and 
carried  out  this  revolutionary  line  and  smashed  bpportuhism  in  its 
-o^m  ranks  which  had  opposed  the  line,  .  so  that  the  weakest  link  in  the 
imperialist  front  was  broken  in  Eussia  arid  the  ■victory  of  the  mighty 
Ootober  Socialist  Revolution  was  achieved  oh  csae-sixfch  of  the.  world’s 
surface,  ■  '■ 

‘Leniri  Acknowledged  that  without  revoluticmary  circmstances  there 
can  be  no  revolutibh,  but  he  said  that  in  addition  to  preparing  revolu¬ 
tionary  circhmStanees,  it  is  also  necessary  to  prepare  the  Subjective  V 
conditions  for  revolution.  Accordingly,  Lenin  stated,  when  preparing  .• 
revolutionary  circumstances  ’’the  most  fundamental  task’  from  which  no  - 
.  members  of  the  socialist  party  can  recoil  is  to  demonstrate  the 
'existence  of  revolutionary  circumstances  to  the  masses,  to  elucidate  ' 
the  extensiveness  and  depth  of  revolutionary  circumstances,  to  summon 
the  revolutionary  consciousness  and  revolutionary  determination  of  the 
proletariat,  to  assist  the  proletariat  in  adopting  revolutionary  actions, 
and  to  establish  an  organization  appropriate  to  these  revolutionary  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  carry  out  this  work."  .  (Collective  Works  of  LeniUj  : 
Volume  XXI,  page  193),''-,."  ■  .r 


Marxists  must  educate  and  organize  the  masses  in  order  to  prepare 
for  and  realize  the  socialist  reyolution*  OtheiiJise,  there  can  be  no 
end  to  wars  nor  can  a  real  peace  be  atta^ed»  This  is  not  to  say,  , 
however,  that  Marxists  can  neglect  the  demand  of  the  masses  for  peace. 
Lenin  pointed  out  that  the  spontaneous  sentiment  of  the  masses  in 
longing  for  peace  frequently  raarfcs  the  beginning  of  their  protest  and 
indignation  against,  and  their  knowledge  of,,  imperialist  wars.  This 
sentiment  demonstrates  that  they  have  already  begun  to  take  a  stand  •  - 
against  the  ruling  class  on  the  question  of  war  and  peace.  However, 
they  do  nbt  yet  have  a  basic  comprehension  of  their  stand  against  the 
ruling  class  and  do  not  yet  have  a  clear  revolutionary  consciousness,  • 
Lenin  held,  therefore,  that  Marxists  should  give  full  attention  to  liie 
sentiments  of  the  masses  in  longing  for  peace  and  should  constantly, 
resolutely,  and  with  unremitting  effort  enlighten  them,  making  them 
understand  that  it  will  be  only  by  means  of  a  revolutionary  overtlirow 
the  niling  bourgeoisie  that  peace  can  be  attained  and  guiding  them 
along  the  road  of  conscious  revolution, 

Lenin  mercilessly  exposed  talk  of  "peace"  among  the  imperialists 
and  social-pacifists  of  the  Second  International  in  order  to  support 
the  revblutionaiy  line  of  the  proletariat  and  to  link  the  struggle  of 
the  popular  masses  against  war  and  for  peace  with  the  cause  of  the 
proletari^  revolution, 

Imperiali.sm  is  the  ringleader  in  wars.  However,  under  certain  ; 
conditions  and  for  a  definite  goal,  imperialism  also  promotes  "peace." 

In  the  period  when  preparations  were  being  made  for  World,  War  I,  the 
iii5)erialists  brought  forth  the  slogan  "for  peace"  as  a  cunning  means 
of  cloaking  their  evil  intention  of  arms  expansion  and  war  preparation. 

In  e::q)OSing  this  cheating  and  trickery  of  imperialism,  Lenin  pointed 
out,  "Do  not  trust  empty  words  j  it  is  best  to  see  to  whose  advantage  ,, 
they  are  being  usedl"  "Those  self -designated  * civilized f  countries 
are  now  engaged  in  a  wild  obstacle-race  in  carrying  out  military  pre-^ 
parationsw  In  thousands  of  newspapers from  thousands  of  pulpits,  using 
a  thousand  tunes  to  acclaim  and  to  shout  for  patriotism,  cultiire,  ; 
fatherland,  peace,  progress,  and  so  onj  all  this  is  by  of  finding 
reasons  for  spending  tens  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  rubles  on  various, 
types  of  armament  for  killing  men,  cannon,:  and  "Dreadnoughts’  (the 
newest  type  of  warships),  etc,"  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume 
XIX,  page  33),  Following  the  outbreak  of  the  big  war  and  at  a  time 
when  moribTind  capitalism  and  its  governments,  which  were  locked  in 
battle,:  raised  a  hue  and  ciy  for  war,  certain  very  rich  men  put  on  the 
face  of  the  philanthropist  and  again  made  a  display  of  hoping  for  "peace." 
Lenin  exposed  the  real  face  of  these  bourgeois  philanthropists,  pointing 
out  that  their  propaganda  for  peace  was  damaging  the  prospects  for  a 
protracted  war  being  turned  into  revolution  and  that  this  hope  for  a 
quick  peace  was  being  used  to  stifle  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  the 
masses  which  was  not  yet  fully  matured.  When  the  war  had  been  in 
progress  for  two  and  one-half  years, 'the  governments  of  the  belligerent 
powers  sang  out  that  they  "prefer  peace"  and  advocated  the  conclusion 
of  a  "democratic  peace  treaty."  Moreover,  President  Wilson  of  the 


Ifaited  States  sent  a  written  proposal  to,  the  belligerent  powers  sug¬ 
gesting  arbitration  of  the  conflict.  "  Lenin  pCinted  .out  that -this  ;:.± 
mcuthihg  of  peace  by  imperialism  did  not  in  the  least  stem  from  a 
“preference  for  peace”  because  of  any  "lofty  humanitailan  sentiments," 
but  because  of  a  change  in'  the  relative  power  relationships.  He  said, 
"¥air  is  the  continuation  of  policy  which  prevailed  under  peace,  and 
peace  is  the  continuation  of  policy  idiich  prevailed  during  war.", 

"Even  the  current  peace y  under  conditions  .in  Which  the,  bourgeois  ; 
■governments  have  not  yet  been  overthrown  by.  revolution,  is  merely  an 
irapecialist  peace  that  contdJnues  to  cany  out  the  imperialist  war,". 
(Collected  Works  Of  Lenin,  '^^Volume  XXIII,  page  19a) .  . ' 

It  is  clear  therefore  that  an  imperialist  peace  serves  the  . 
interests  of  imperialism  and,  regardless  of  the  tail-talk  Of,  imperialism 
about  peace,  it  cannot  change  in  the  least  the  basic  nature  of  the 
aggressive  and  oppressive  policies  of  imperialism.  Therefore,  Lenin 
pointed  out  that,  "It  is  the  clear  and  obvious  task  of  any  genuine  ,  • 

socialist  policy  and  any  truly  proletarian  policy  (needless  to  say,  :a 
consciously  Marxist  policy)  first  and  foremost  to  thoroughly,  constantly, 
courageously,  and  radically  expose  the  fraudulence  of  pacificism  and  :  , 
democracy  of  the  governments  and  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  vsu'ious  coun-  j 
triesi"  ' (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  'Volume  XXIII,  page  211)  , 

■tfnder  circumstances  created  by  the  iitperialist  war  which  are 
favorable  for  the  overthrow  of  bourgeois  rule  by  the  proletariat  using 
revolutionary  raethods,  'the  inperialist  bourgeoisie  impairs  the  pro¬ 
letarian  revolution  and,  in  addition  to  using  violent  suppression  and 
fabricated  "peace"  slogans  to  cheat  the  masses,  without  pity  and  on  ; 
the  basis  of  moribund  high  profits,  spends  a  little  amount  to  biy  out 
the  worker-aristoCrats,  and  utilizes  them  to  smash,  the  proletarian  ;  ; 
revolution  from  within.  Social  chauvinists  and  social  pacifists  yield, 
to  imperialist  pressure  and  become  slaves  bought  out  by  imperialism 
for  scraps  of  left--over  food.  Lenin  said,  "The  imperialist  bourgeoisie 
needs  these  two  kinds,  or  so  to  speak,  two  styles,  of  slaves;:  they  ■ 
need  Plekhanov  siid  his  slogan  "down  with  the  aggressors"  to  spur  the 
masses  on  to  continue  the  slaughtering  and  they  also  need  Kautsky  and 
his  song  of  peace  sung  slowly  to  lull  and  soothe  the'  resentful  and  : 
seething  masses,"  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXIII,  page  273). 

Kautsky  denied  that  imperialism  was  the  highest  stage  of 
capitalism  and  said  that  it  was  a  policy  which  finahce  capital  "pre- 
feired"  and  could  be  replaced  by  another  hew  policy.  On  the  basis  of 
this  "theory,"  he  maintained  that  finance  capital  could  discard 
annexations,  could  adopt  democracy  and  peace,  could  extend  the  policy 
of  the  cartels  to  foreign  policy  "in  order  to  attain  the  joint  exploita¬ 
tion  of  the  world  by  internationally  combined  finance  capital  in  place 
of  the  mutual  rivalries  of  national  finance  capital,"  could  achieve 
"a  permanent  peace"  in  the  stage  of  "ultra-inperialism."  :  For  this 
reason,  Katitsky  maintained  that  the  program  for  socialism  lay  in  ^ 
propagandizing  "peace"  and  in  the  struggle  to  attain  peace,  but  not 


in  preparing  for  and  realizing  proletarian  revolution*  Kautsky 
diligently  maintained  that  capitalists  can  realize  the  ^  '^urge  of  capital 
to  expand**., best,  not  by  the  violent  methods  of  imperialism,  but  by 
peaceful  democracy*''  He  maintained  that  on  the  question  of  attali^ 

peace  "everybody  is  agreed,"  ' 

thoroughly  smashed  this  reactionary,  false  theory  , 
Kautsky.  He  pointed  out  that,  firstly,  Marxists  maintain  that  politics 
is  the  concentrated  expression  of  economics 5  in  the  era  of  imperiaHsm, 
moribund  politics  is  inseparable  from  moribund  economics.  In  condi¬ 
tions  where  the  world  has  already  been  completely  divided  up  P-ke  a 
melon,  monopoly  finance  must  engage  in  a  mortal  struggle  for  colonies, 

•  must  adopt  an  independent  colonial  policy  in  order  to  ensure  their  ; 
independent  realms  of  investment,  markets  for  sale  of  comrao^i'^^ies,  and 
raw  material-producing  areas.  They  are  also  capable  of  a  final  struggle 
to  exploit  others.  Therefore,  on  the  basis  of  a  moribund  capitalist 
economy,  to  carry  out  annexations  and  to  seize  world  hegaraony  is  the 
'basic  policy  of  imperialismj  the  basic  policy  is  not  a  policy  that 
finance  capital  "prefers."  Secondly,  viewed  from  the  actual  cona¬ 
tions  of  the  development  of  the  capitalist  economy,  the  imperialist 
alliance,  which  has  completely  carved  up  the  world,  considers  as^a 
basis  the  general  economic,  financial,  and  military  strength  of  the 
participants  in  the  division j  and  the  strength  of  these  participants 
does  not  change  to  an  equal  degree*  For  under  the  system  of  finance 
capital,  there  is  not  a  reduction,  but  an  increase  in  the  unevenness 
of  the  political  and  economic  development  of  capitalism.  Since  thOTe 
emerges  a  change  in  the  relative  straigth  of  Imperialists,  under  the 
imperialist  system  there  is  no  road  other  than  that  of  the  use  of^  ^  ^ 
armed  force  to  solve  contradictions.  Therefore,  the  "ultra-imperialist 
alliances,"  in  the  realities  of  the  capitalist  system^  are 

inevitably  nothing  more  than  a  'truce*^  in  periods  between  wars. 

Peaceful  alliances  prepare  the  ground  for  war,  and  in  their  ti^  grow 
out  of  wars:  the  one  is  the  condition  for  the  other,  giving  rise  to 
alternating  forms  of  peaceful  and  non-peaceful  struggle  out  of  one  and 
the  samS  basis  of  imperiaHst  connections  and  the  relations  between 
world  economics  and  world  politics . "  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin, 

Volme  XXII,  page  289).  Thirdly,  in  the  view  of  Marxists,  it  is 
necessary  to  link  the  struggle  to  attain  peace  with  the  struggle 
proletarian  revolution  and  only  by  completely  realizing  the  socialist 
revolution  will  it  be  possible  to  attain  the  permanent  peace  which  is 
the  hope  of  the  proletariat  and  laboring  people.  Empty  talk  of  a  _ 

’  general  peace  separated  from  the  socialist  revolution  is  actually  only 
talk  of  an  inperialist  peace  and  such  a  peace,  of  course,  is  helped 
along  by  imperialism.  To  steal  and  exchange  a  socialist  peace  for  an 
imperialist  peace  is  to  swindle  theory,  is  to  propagate  refom^sm  in^ 
political  practice,  is  to  sidestep  socialist  revolution.  Fourth^,  in 
the  view  of  Marxists,  there  exists  an  irreconcilable,  antagonistic 
contradiction  between  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat,  ^en,  at 
certain  times,  the  bourgeoisie  comes  forward  with  peace,  it  harms  the 


proletariat  revolution j  it  uses  phrases  about  peace  to  lull  the  pro¬ 
letariat,;. to  protect  the  capita^t  system,  and  thereby,  to  eternal^. ,,,, .. 
escploit  and:  oppress  the  proletariat  and  the  laboring  people,'  ThC  , 

proletariat  sincerely  pre.fers  peaCe,  but  knows  that  if  the  socialist  ; 
revolution  is  not  attained,  if  in^jeri^sm  is  not  elinrinated,  if  the 
system  of  private  omership  is  not  deHroyed>  it  will  be  impossible  to 
attain  a  real,  permanent  peace.  Therefore,  to  stress  the  identity  of 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat  on  the  q^stion  of  peace  and  not,  ,, 
to  educate  the  proletariat  to  prepare  end  attain  a  socialist  peace  is 
to  blur  the  class  sti^ggle  of  .  ttie  proletaiiat  and  to  discard  the  struggle. 
Fifthly,  Kautsky  diligently  maintained  that  capitalists  can  realize 
the  *'urge  of  capital  to, expand i... best,  not  by  the  violent  methods  of 
imperialism,  but  by  peaceful  democracy.”  ..This  demonstrates  that  . 

Kautsky  had  already  sunk  to  the  level  of  an  accomplice  of  and  preacher  ^ 
for  the  boui’geoisie.  -  •,  ■.’/  ..t'  '. 

In  sum,  Kautslsy^s  reactionary  theory  covers  up  the  contradic-  - 
.. jbion  between  the  proletariat  and  the  bourgeoisie,  creates  the  illusion  ' 
of  bourgeois  pacifism  and  reformism  among  the  workirig.  masses,  and  liire  .  . 
the  proletariat  away  from  the  revolution, .  The  social  pacifism  of 
Kautsky  is,  in  essence,  bourgeois  pacifismj  that  is,  the  illusioh  that 
a  permanent  peace  can  be  attained  without  smashing  the  yoke  of  capitalism. 
Lenin. said,  ”To  have  illusions  of  peace  .and  not  to  encourage  revolu-  - 
tionary  activity  is  to, fear  war j  it  has  absolutely  no  place; in  socialism.” 
(Collected  Jilrprks  of  Lenin,  Volume  Xn,  page  170), 

Lenin  not  only  criticized  the  pacific  viewpoint  in  Kautskyls 
"theory  of  ultra-itifierialisra,"  but  also  criticized  the  false  pacific  . 
theory  opposing  all  wars  held  by  some  pepple.  in  the  revolutionary  ; 
social-democratic  parties  of  csrtain  countries  at  that  -time.  During 
the  first  imperialist  world  war,  some  people  in  the  social-democratic 
parties  of  certain  countries  used  the  slogan  .of  "disamament”  in  their  , 
party  program  to  oppose  all  wars.  Lenin  pointed  .out  that  this  appeal 
had.  not  a  <icop  of  Marxist;  flavor,  for  during  the  era  of  i^erialism  .. 
different  types  of  wars  arise,  and;  these  wars  have  different  chara^Q- 
teristics  those  associated’ with  just  and,  unjust  .wsi'B.  /  Marxists 

resolutely  oppose  unjust  wars  apd  support  just  wars.  Ibieref ore,.  V  , 

socialists  still  consider  themselves  to  be  socialists,  they  cannot 
oppose  all  wars.”  ..(Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXIII,  page  73). 

Lenin  pointed  out  that  Marxists  do  not  oppose  disarra^entj  the 
problem  is;  When  can  disarmament  be  carried  out?  In  all  class  societies, 
the  exploiting  class  genera^y  maintain  armament.  The  bourgeoisie 
uses  armed  might  to.  suppi^ess  the  proletariat  j  this  is  a  most  crucial  ,  j 
and  fundamental  fact  conceiving  capitaiist  society  in/modern  times,.  ’  , ; 

To  turn  away  from  this  fact  and  raise  the  slogan  of  disarmament  ^d  to 
write  it  into  a  paiiy.  program,  me^s  that  the  proletariat,  should  oppose  ,. 
the  use  of  arms  and  be  put  in  the  position  of  facing  the  enemy,  who 
is  armed  to , -the  teeth,  with  enpty  hands  and  without  a  policy.  Under 
capitalirt  conditions j  raising  the  slogan  of  "disarmaiment”  is  tb  advocate 
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"carr^g  out  a, con^detely  hot  type  of  revolution,  empty-hmded  one;'  - 
(Collected  Works  of  Leniri,  Volume  XZIII,  page  96)  it  is  the  illusion 
of  "peaceful  socialism"  of  "social"  eunuchs  ^d  opportunists .  (Col¬ 
lected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXIH,  page  jS), 

;  Under  conditions  in  •which  the  bourgeoisie  always  uses  armed  - 

might  to  suppress  the  revolution,  the  only  feasible  strategy  for  'the 
proletariat  is  to  study  how  to  seize  weapons,' to  . attain  •^apons,  and 
to  use  armed  force  to  counter  armed  force.  The  proletarLat  is  not 
'  born  with  a  preference  for  warj  it  is  compelled  to  take  up  arms j 
only  by  raising  the  revolutionary  banner  can  it  free  itself  from  its 
sla've  status.  "After  the  proletariat  has  liquidated  capitalist  arms, 
it  cannot  reject  its  own  historical  task  and  iJill  destroy  aU  weapons. 

The  proletariat  •undoubtedly  •will  be  able  to  do  this,  but  this  •will^be 
possible  only  at  that  future  date  and  absolutely  not  before  that  ttnie," 
(Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXIII,  page  77)-' 

Lenin  pointed  out  that  the  slogan  of  "disarmaraent"  is  a  mardfes-ta- 
tion  of  the  petty-bourgeois  fear  of,  and  shirking  from,  war  as  trell 
as  an  illusion  and  an  indication  of  despair  concerning  •the  migh-by  ^ 
historical  universal  struggle.  It  is  an  idea  produced  in  certain  ’ 

‘  socio-historicai  circ^umstance  and  capable  Of  influencing  a  certain 
.social  Stratum.  Lenin  said,  "The  petty-bourgeoisie  hopes  to  separate 
itself  a  great  dist^ce  from  the  great,  universal  struggles  in  world 
history  and  to  use  its  relatively  independent  position  to  preserve  a 
negative,  consei^ative  attitudei,"  (Collecti^ve  Works  of  Lenin>  Volume 
XXIII,  page  83),  These  sre  the  objective  social  circumstances  in  •which 
the  idea  of  disamament  and' opposition  to  all  wars  is  disseminated.  ' 

Marxists  believe  in  the  theory  calling  for  the  elimination  of 
wars,  but  -they  cannot  do  so  along  the  course  uiarked  out  by  social 
pacifists,' for  it  is  only  by  means  of  revolutionary  struggle  that 
counterrevolutionary  wars  can  be  eliradnated.  "Only  af fer  we  ha-ve  over¬ 
thrown,  thoroughly  conquered,  aiid  deprived  of  all  fights  the  bourgeoisie 
in  every  country  in  the  world  will,  it  no  longer  be  possible  for  there 
to  be  wars."  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXXlI,  page  75)#  and 
a  permanent  peace  for  mankind  •will  arrive,  ■ 

•  All  Socialist  Countries  are  Carrying  Out  a  Struggle  for 
Peace  and  Are  Opposing  an  Aggressive  Foreign  Policy 

The  October  Revolution  made  it  possible  for  socialism  tO  breach 
the  imperialist  front  in  Russiaj  this  was  the  'fifst  great  victory  of  - 
the  international  proletariat  over  the  ihtemational  bourgeoisie.  It 
opened  the  new  era  of  transition  from  capitalism  to  Communism  in  human 
society  and  shook  the  foundations  of  international  capitalism.  In 
the  October  Revolution,  the  international  bourgeoisie  saw  its  own  end  ' 
and  thus  directed  bitter  hatred  toward  the  Revolution,  vigorously  ^ 
attempted  to  eliraihate  the  newly  born  socialist  state—  the  first  in 
the  world  —  and  tried  to  suppress  the  revolutionary  movement  of  the 
international  proletariat.  Therefore,  following  the  victory  of  the 


October  Revolution,  and  because  of  the  contradiction  and  struggle 
between  the  newly  bom  socialist  state  and  the  decadent  imperialist 
states,  “a  minority  of  in^jerialist,  national  cliques  oppressed  the 
soviet  movement, oppceed  the  soviet  states  headed  by  Soviet  Russia," 
(Collected  Works  of  Lenin#  Volume  XXXI,  page  210)  and  the  interna¬ 
tional  working  class  and  progressive  mankind  supported  and  defended 
the  struggle  of  Soviet  Russia,  which  became  the  central  content  of 
international- world  politics*  Under  these  conditions,  Len3.n  incisively  , 
analyzed  the  complex  relations  between  the  first  socialist  state  and 
the  entire  capitalist  wcspld,  further  developed  the  theory  and  strategy 

of  peace  and  war,  and  set  forth  the  theory  of  peaceful  coexistence 
between  states  with  different  social  systems,  and  fixed  the  foundation 
for  the.  peaceful  foreign  policy  of  socialist  states. 

The  socialist  system  make  it  definite  that  the  foreign  policy 
of  socialist  states  is  to  advocate  peace  and  oppose  aggression,  Lenin 
pointed  out  that  the  basic  aim  of  the  proletarian  revolution  is  to/ 
establish  a  socialist  and  a  Communist  society,  to  eliminate  the  divi-  ^ 
Sion  of  mankind  into ; separate  classes,  and  to  eliminate  the  exploita¬ 
tion  of  man  by,  man  and  the  exploitation  of  one  nation  by  another,  ; 
Therefore^  by: their  very  nature  it  is  definite  that  socialist  states 
caniiot  carry  out  a  policy  of  aggression  and  oppressions  He  said, 

"the  smallest  nation  idiich  has  no  armed  forces  and  regardless  of  how 
weak  it  iSy  absolutely  can  and  should  rest  assured  that;  we  have  no 
intentions  toward  it  other  than  the  desire  for  peace,"  (Collected 
Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  XXXIII,  page  122).  At  the  same  time,  as  for 
the  proletariat,  after.  it  has  acconiplished  the  basic  tosk  of  seizing 
political  power,  it  will  strive  to  carry  out  various  kinds  of  construc¬ 
tion  projects,  A  peaceful  international  environment  is  an  extremely 
important -condition  for  the  building  of  socialism  and  Communism,  and 
by  attaining  a  peaceful  international  environment  and  energetically 
carrying  out  domestic  construction,  we  will  be  able  rapidly  to  con¬ 
solidate  and  strengthen  this  "base"  of  the  international  socialist 
revolution;  :  Furthemore,  because  of  the  relative  superiority  of  the 
socialist  system  over  the  capitalist  system,  the  socialist  states  do 
not  fear  an  all-round  peaceful  econoitic,  political,  and  cultural  com¬ 
petition  with  capitalist  states,  and  we  are  confident  that  in  the 
course  of  this;  peaceful  competition  the  superiority  and  invincibility 
of  the  socialist  system  will  be  fully  demonstrated. 

Prior  to  the  end  of  the  first  great  imperialist  world  war  and 
at  a  time  when  the  victory  of  the  October  Revolution  was  still  fresh, 
the  Soviet  state  began  its  struggle  to  attain  peace.  The  first  foreign 
policy  document  of  the  socialist  state  was  bhe  "Decree  on  Peace" 
drafted  by  Lenin  on  the  secmd  day  of  the  October  Revolution,  The 
"Decree  on  Peace"  excoriated  the  aggressive  actions  of  the  imperialist 
-states  against  weak  and  small  nations  and  pointed  out  that  "it  is  a 
terrible  crime  against  humanity  for  the  rich  and  powerful  states  to 
continue  wars  as  a  means  of .  partitioning  the  small,  weak  nations  they 
have  occupied;"  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  XXVI,  page  228)  it  declared 


that  the  interests  and  specia;!  privileges  of  the  landlords  and  capital¬ 
ists  of  the  old  Eussian  era  would  be  discarded  as  well  as  the  treaties 
of  aggression  in  which  the  Great  Hussies  preserved  ;ahd  ^tended  ■  • 

annexed  territoryj  it  called  on  the  people -of  all  countries  and  the. 
governments  of  imperialist  countries,  i^hich  were  mouthing  tail-talk 
of  peace  and  justics  j  to  carry  otit  actual  stitiggle  against  the  cheating 
conduct  connected  with  aggression.  The  ''Decree  on  Peace"  pointed  out 
that  the  clearest  and  firmest  demand  of  the  Russian  workers  and 
peasants  for  peace  following  the  overthrow  of  the  Tsarist  .monarchial 
system  was  a  peace  which  would  not  involve  ceding  of  territory  (that 
is,  no  occupation  of  another  country’s  territory  and  no  use  of  force  ■ 
to  re-unite  other  nationalities)  or  indemnity  payments,  and  which  must 
be  immediately  attained.  Following  this,  the  Soviet ‘government  sent 
a  peace  proposal  to  all  belligerent  governments,  England  and  France  ; 
flatly  rejected  the  idea  of  conducting  peace  talks.  Under  extremely  ' 
adverse  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time  and,  in  an  effort  to  consoli¬ 
date  the  achievements  of  the  revolutionary  victory  and  to' build  an  ^  ' 

army  capable  Of  defending  the  country  against  its  enemies,  the  Soviet 
government  had  no  option  but  to  sign  the  "humiliating  Brest  Litovsk 
Peace  Treaty"  with  Germany  early  in  1918  and  gain  a  "temporary  breathing 
spell." 

However,  as  Lenin  emphatically  stated,  temporary  breathing 
snells  can  always  come  to  an  end.  He  said,  ’’Therefore,  at  any  time  in 
the  immediate  future,  even  in  a  few  days,  there  can  dsVelop  opposition  • 
to  the  whole  socialist  movement, ' and  particularly,  there  can  be  a  new 

ifi^jerialist  war  of  aggression  directed  agMnst  the  Russian  Soviet  '  . 

Socialist  Republic."  (Collected  Works  Of  Lenihy  Volume  XZVII,  page 
106),  The  basic  task  of  the  party  therefore  is  to  Use  the  firmest 
measures  to  raise  the  level  of  worker— peasant  discipline,  to  organize  , 
a  Red  Army,  to  carry  out  nfi-litary  training  among  all  the  people,  and 
to  prepare  to  defend  the  socialist  fatherland,  'Facts  attest  to  Lenin’s 
prediction.  Not  long  after  the  signing  Of  the  Brest  IdtoVsk  Peace 
Treaty,  the  United  States,'  Engiandi  France,  Germany  and  Japan  —  among 
a  total  of  lU  countries’  --  carried  out  armed  intenrenticai  Against  : 
Soviet  Russia,  brought  the  temporary  breathing  spell  to  an  end,  and 
started  the  first  largC-Scale  sacred,  defensive  was  to  defend  the 
socialist  fatherland  in  the  history  of  socialist  countriesV  ' ' '  ^ 

As  a  result  of  the  defeat  suffered  by  the  imperialist  couhtries 
following  their  military  interv^tlbn,  these  countries  were  compelled 
tb  conclude  a  cbmiTiercial  treaty  with  the  socialist  state.  ■  Lenin  said,  ■ 
"This  is  what  always  happens :  when  you  beat  the  enemy>  he  moves  in  : 
the  direction  of  peace."  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume  3CXX, 
page  12ii).:  Peace  is  attained  through  bitter  struggle.  .  : 

At  the  saine  timb,  he  emphatically  noted  that  peaceful  coexistence 
between  states  with  different  social  systems  does  not.  mean  the  end  of  ■. 
international  class  struggle,  but i  tinder  new  circumstances, vit  means, 
the  substitution  of  class  struggle  in  the  form  "of  an ^operi  military  : 

clash  by  class  struggle  in  the  form  of  peaceful  coexistence.  In  these 


circumstjincesj  class  struggle  become  more  complex  and  more  profound. 
AlthoUgh'Uhte'rnktionai  imperialisin  is  cbmpelied  to  accept'pfeaceiul  co--'t 
«!d.stenceV  i%s  ■imperialist  poliby  and  its  counterrevolutionary  efforts  ' 
to  destroy  the  sobialist  States  cannot  be  oh^ged.  The  imperlalists*  ' 
peace-time ‘policy  is  ho  more  'than  ‘a; ’'contihuatiOh' of  their  itfar-time  '  ; 
policy,''  International  imperialisin  adopts  all  sorts  Of  dark  and 
poisonous  measure,  such' as  corrupting  the  thohghts,^ internal  ihsurred-  ' 
tion,  instigatioh  Of  schisms,  incitement  of  rebellion,  etc,,  in  order 
to  pursue  its  criminal  policy  of  eliminating  the  socialist  ■States, 
Following  the  smashing  of  imperialist  armed  interv^tion  by  the  Soviet 
state,  imperialism  intehded  to  use  the  method  of  creating  a  counter¬ 
revolutionary  armed  revolt  to  oyerthrOw  the  socialist 'Statev  At  that  ' 
time,  White  Guardists  and' Social  Revolutioxiists  organized  in  Siberia'  ' 
and  the  Ukraine  a  couhterrevolutiohary  revolt.  In  March  Social  ' 

Revolutionists  Mensheviks,  and  White  Guardi^s  under*  the  direction  Of  ’ 
international-  imperialism  organized  a  couhterrevolutibnaf^; uprlSihg ' 
at  Kronstadt,  Lenin  said,  "At  a  time  idien  the  enemy  surrounding  us*  is 
unable  to  carry  out  armed  interventiori, '  they  hope  for  revolt.  The 
Kronstadt' incident  is  manifestly  cOhhected  -with  interhatiOhal  capital¬ 
ism.,"-'  Ih  Sddition,  on  the  diplomatic  level,  imperialism  carried  Out 
such  measui'es  as  isolating  arid  snubbihg,  ecOnomdc' blockade,'  fabrica-  '  ' 
tion  df  lies '  And  slander  ,  and  the  sending  of  Special  Sgents  tO  carry  ! 
out  sabotage  agsinSt  Soviet  Russiav  They  were  all  smaShed  ty  the 
Soviet  state',^  ■  ■■  ■  ■■■ 

-Soviet  Russia,  in  the  active  struggle  with  ifiterhationai  ira-  ' 
perialism,  bolstered  its  own  base.  The  consolidatioh  ahd  development  • ; 
of  the  Soviet  State  stirred  the  consciousness  Of  the  world's  oppressed  j 
masses  and  oppressed , nations ,  stimulated  their  determination'  to'  struggle, 
solidified  their  faith  in  victory,  and  extended  the  influehce  of  ' 
soOiaiism*  Interhational  imperialism  strenuously  attempted  to  use 
every  mm  ans  to  block  the  Spread  of  socialism‘'s  influence.  But,  just  - 
as  Lenin  said,  "Although  these  English  and  French  gentlemen  of  im¬ 
perialism,' 'Using  the  world ^s  best  technOiogy,  are  able  to  build  this  ■ 
Great  Wall  around  our  country,  the  gemS’  of '  Bolshevism  will ‘pierce 
this  wall  and  infect  the  Working  people  of  all  countries."  (Go^ected- 
Works  of  Lenik,- volume  XXVIII,' page ’iii3).  ■"  *'  **■  . 

Ha-vihg' redressed  the'relati've  balance  of  power  with  imperialism,*-'^ 
the  Soviet  state  attained  an  "intermittent  period"' of  peaceful  c6-  ' 

existence.’  However,  because  of  ihe  basic  (^vergence  of  oiasO  interests, 
a  long  period  of  coexistence  is  unthinkable  and  in  the  final  an'alysisp-^^^ 
it  is-. necessary  ■to  solve  the  question  of  ■Wbo-whOm.  Lenin"said,"As 
long  as  capitalism  and  socialism  exist,  they  cannot  coexist  peaCSfullyv' 
In  the  end, < if  One' does  Uot' win,  the  othhr  Willj  if  a  fuheral’ dirge  is 
not  sung  over  the  Soviet  republic,  one  Will  be  sung  ovOr  initerhatiOnal 
capitalism.  This  is  a  prolonged  war,  Capitalisiii  will  seek  a '  pretext  '* 
for  starting  the  fight,"  (Gollected  Works  of  Lenin,  volume  XXXIy 'page 
hl6).  Peaceful  coexistence  is  conditional,  hot  fixed  ^d  eteiUal.  ' 
HOW- long  peace  can  be  preserved  is  a  matter  Which  cannot  ^be  decided  ; 
by  US5'  it  is  up  to  the  imperialists.  Therefore,  Lenin  always  cautiohed  ' 
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people  that  simultaneous  -with  implementing  domestic  construction  and 
tsddng  various  steps  to  promote  inte^^national  peace,  we  must  bend  every 
effort  toward  military  preparedness,  .strengthening  of  the  national 
defense  forces,  and  maintaining  a  high  degree  of  vigilance.  He  said, 
"The  whole  capitalist:  world  is  already  armed  from  head  to  tpe  and  is 
now  choosing  the  most  favorable  strategic  conditions,  studying  methods 
of  .attack,  and  waiting  for  an  opportune  moment,"  (Collected  Works 
of  lenin.  Volume  SCX,  page  He  went  on,  ^Coexistence  between  the 

Soviet  Republic  •—  which  is  surrounded  by  capitalist  states  --  and 
these  capitalist  states  is  intolerable  to  capitalism.  The  capitalists 
will  seize  every  opportunity  to  provoke  a  new  war,"  (Collected  Works  . 
of  Lenin,  Volume  XXXI,  page  429),  As  long  as  imperialism  exj-sts,  wars- 
carmot  be  eliminated  and  the  socialist  states  can  be  subjected  to 
aggression  at  any  time,  "Whoever  wants  to  forget  this  point,  forgets  ' 
our  working-people *s  republic."  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Volume 

XXXE,  page  ii71),v- 

Facts  fully  confirm  Lenin’s  prediction,  and,  following  the  armed 
intervention  of  imperialism,  the  ingjerialists  wasted;  no  time  in  pre-  :  , 
paring  to  start  a  new  war  against  the.  Soviet  Union,  From  192^  to  1927j- 
international  imperialism  carried  out  a  series  of  provocations  and  made 
preparations  to  initiate  amed  intervention  once  again.  Subsequent 
to  1929,  the  British  and  American  imperialists,  as  a  result  of  the 
international  economic  crisis  which  had  broken  out,  tried  to  organize  . 
a  war  against- the  Soviet  Union  -in  seeking  a  way  out  of  the  crisis. 
British  and  American  iitperialism  supported  and  maintained  Hitlerite 
Germany  and  militarist  Japan,  and  established  two  war  bases,  one  in 
.  Europe  and  one  in  Asia,  in  an  attempt  to  use  Germany  and  J.apan  as 
spearheads  for  the  imperialist  war  against  the  Soviet  Union.  During 
this  period,  there  were  continuous  military  clashes  between;  the  Soviet 
Union;  and  impei’ialism.  In  1929,  armed  units  of  China’s  reactionary  ; 
warlords  attacked  the  Soviet  Union’s  borders  and  provoked  armed  clashes 
under  the  direction  of  international  iinperiallsm  (particularly,  Japanese 
and  American  imperialism)  j  from  1935-1936,  Japanese  imperialism,  com¬ 
mitted  aggression  against  the  Mongolian  People’s  Republic  in  order  to;  : 
establish  an  anti-Soviet  advanced  base;  in.Hovember  1936,  Japanese 
imperialism  carried  out  anned  aggression  against  .the  Soviet  Union  in 
the  Lake  Hasan  region;  in  1939,  Japanese  inperialisra  carried  out 
egression  against  -fche  Mongolian  People’s  Republic,  engaging  Soviet  " :  > 
md  .Mongolian  amy  units  in  sharp  armed  clashes  in  the  Ha-lo~hsin  . 
River  area;  from  :1939~19itO,.  Finland,  spurred  on  by  inperialism,  attacked 
t^ie  Soviet  Union,  , 

'  In  June  19lfL,  as  a  resul-t  of  Hitlerite  Germany’s  perfidious  . 
and  disgraceful  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union,  the  Soviet  people  were 
compelled  to  suspend  temporarily; their  peaceful  cons-bruction,  raise  ; 
the  banner- of  struggle- against  Fascism;  and  wage  ^  glorious  and  vic¬ 
torious  war  against  the  fascist  bandits.  The  courageous  Soviet 
people  and  the  invincible  Red  Army  under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist 
Party  of  the,  Soviet  Union,  united  as.  one,  foij^ht  . bitterly,  were  tested  : 


.^to  the  most  T^rutal  war  in  the  Ijistory,  of  mankind,  and  not  only  defended 
"  thW  socialist  fatherland,  but  ^o  launched  a.  victoripus  attack  pursing 
the  eheit®',’  joined  with  the  people  of  East  Eviropean  pountries  who  were  • 
locked  in  struggle,  and;  togethpr  liberated  large  portion  of  East 
Europe  which  had  been  trampled  laid^er  .  foot  by  the  fasOistsj  they  sent 
trpops  to  Ghina’s.  northeast  to  aid  the  Chinese  people  force  Japanese 
iiipiefialism  to  surheiideri  shortly  thereafter/  victory  was  attained  in  • 
the  liberation  war  of  the  Chinese  people 'and  the  republic^  of  the  , 
people's  deiaocratic  dictatorship  was  establiahed.  The  victory  of  the 
Ghihese  r evolution  and  the  snccessive  establishment  of  soOialist  state's 
in  Europe  and  Asia  formed  the  international  system  of  spcialist  states. 
This’ increasingily  strengthened  the  socialist  camp  headed  by  the  Soviet 
Urdon  and  made  nlore  accute  its  opposition  to  the  impeii.alist  caitk) 
headed  by  the  United  States  which  was  becoming  increasingly  rotten^ 

The  balance  of  interaational  forces  was  thus  basically  altered  —  the 
second  greatest  victory  of  Marxism-Leninism  after  the  October  Revolution. 

thoroughly  Expose  the  False  Peace  Plot  '  ; 

'Of  iTi^ierialism  '/' ■  : 

,  /The  correctness  of  Lenin’s  theca^  on  peace  apd  war  has ,  again 
been  verified  an  historical  practice,  this  theory  is  still  our  gtdding 
principle  for  analyzing  and  treating  the  question  of  peace  and  war. 

;  .  The  new  international  situation  is  one  in  which  the  East  wind 
is  .prevailing  over  the  West;  wind  and  the  forces  of.  peace  aTe  ve'ry 
strong.  Therefore,  there  has  been  a  temporary  relaxation  on  the  inter¬ 
national  scene.  The  socialist  oaifip  headed  by  the  Soviet  Union,  is  the 
staunchest  defender  of  peace  and  puts  into  practice,  without  change  ' 
and  at  all  times,  Lenin’s  principle  of  h  peaceful  coexistence,  between 
different  social  systeins,  the  socialist  states  takh  as  their  Own 
’  sacred  duty  the  preservation  of  w:9rld  pehce  find  opposition  to  wars  of 
Egression,  The,  Socii^st  states  profoundly  believe  in  the  incomparable 
superiority  of  the  socialist  economic  System.  In  the  peaceful  economic 
competition  between  socialism  jand  capitalismj /socialism  certainly 
b'ecpine  inqreasingly  Strong  and  flouo^ishing,  idiile  capitalism  will 
certainiy '  become  incrhasihgly  rotten,  and  the  contradiction  between  ' 
’the  two  will  certainly  become  more  and  more  acute.  Moreover,  the 
leaping  development  of  the  socialist  states  inevitably  will  exert  a  ^ 
strong  influence  bn  the  people  in  capitalist  states  and  states  in; 
colonial  areas.  From  this  position,  the  socialist  states  in  a  positive 
way  will  advocate  peaceful  hegotiatioris  and  mutual  contact?  with 
oapibaiist  states,  will  strive  to  use  peaceful  methods  rather  than 
warfare  to  sblye^intemational  disputes,  will  strive  to  conclude 
•  agreements  on  peaceful  coexistence  dr  feeaties  of  mutual  ndn-aggression, 
^d  so  on.  This  demonstrates  that  the  socialist  states  haVe  always 
been  loyal  to  Lenin’s  principle  concerning  a  peaceful  foreign  policy. 


'  However,  the  socialist  states  fully  reco^ze  that  the  aggressive 
policy  and  war  policy  of  inperialist  states  is  in  contrsst  to  the 
peaceful  foreign  policy  of  the  socialist  states*  ^  ^  i  j  ' 

Lenin  taught  us  that  the  source  of  war  cannot  be  eliminated  so 
long  as  imperialism  ^sts.  The  1$  years  since  World  War  II,  '^ich  . 
were  marked  by  a  continual  and  unbroken  line  of  imperialist-initiated  . 
local  wars  of  aggression,  fuliy  attest  to  the  correctness  of  this 
thesis  of  Lenin,  The  continuous  instigation  of  war  by  in^ierialism, 
and  its  current  moves  in  intensifying  and  expanding  war  preparations 
are  not  the  result  of  the  good  or  evil  of  certain  persons 3  these  things 
are  determined  by  the  very  nature  of  moribund  capital.  Len'Jn  said, 

"VJar  is  created  not  by  individuals,  but  by  international  finmce 
capital.'*  (Collected  Works  of  Lenin,  Voliime  XXXVI,  page  upl)»  The 
international  situation  went  through  a  major  change  following  World  ^ 
War  II  and  the.  power  of  imperialism  was  considerably  we^ened,  but  this 
did  not  and  could  not  change  the  nature  of  moribund  capital.  To  seek 
moribund  high  profits' had  been  and  still  is  the  basic  aim  of  morto'und 
capitalist  production,  and  the  guarantee  of  this  rate  of  profitis  the 
condition  for  the  existence  and  development  of  moribund  capitalism, 
while  to  seize  world  hegemony  is,  the  basic  guarantee  for  achieving 
moribund  high  profits.  In  the  eyes  of  the  moribund-capita^st  clique, 
war  is  the  best  ''way  of  business'*  for  achieving  moribund  high  profits 
and  an  important  technique  for  seizing  world  hegemony .  Secondly,  the 
ch^ge  in  the  balance  of  forces  in  the  international  class  struggle 
.following  World  War  H  cause  a  general  crisis  in  capitalism^  that  is, 
the  all-round  crisis  which  was  apparent  in  politics  arid  economics 

entered  a  new,  more  serious  stage  *  If  the  period  prior .  ,to  World  War 
II  was  still  one  of  the  relative  stabilization  of  capitalism,  the  _ 
period  subsequent  to  the  War  was  not  only  one  in  which  t^s  stability 
was  absent^  but  one  in  which  crisis  was  continually  arising^  developing, 
rand  deepening.  Finally,  the  socialist  camp  headed  by  the  Soviet  ^nion 
'had  already  become  increasingly  superior  in  prevailing  strength;  th^ 
constituted  an  edcbremely  great  source  of  encouragement  of  and  support 
for  the  international  proletariat,  workiipg  people,  ^d  oppressed  peoples 
National  democratic  revolutionary  movements  in  the  colonies  and  semi¬ 
colonies  directed  against  imperialism  mounted  in  high  waves  everywhere. 
All  this  is  hastening  imperialism  along  its  stage  of  decline.  Under  , 
these  conditions,  the  orily  -way  but  for  imperialism  is  to  bring  .a^ 
renewed  effort  to  bear  in  its  policy  of  aggression  and  war.  It  is 
thus  the  source  uninterruptedly  producing  international ’tension  in 
this  post-war  period  and  creatirig  a  serious  threat  to  world  peace. 

The  people  of  various  countries  who  have  gone  through  two  world 
wars  urgently  demand  peace  and' oppose  imperialist  wai^s  of  aggression. 

It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  one  cannot  beg  for  peace.  It  can  be 
attained  only  through  serious  struggle.  Iri  summing  up  the  experiences 
gained  in  the  international  class  struggle,  Lenin  stressed  tMs  point, 
saying,  "This  is  a  difficult  struggle.  Whoever  thinks  that  it  is  easy 
to  attain  peace,  that  one  has  only  to  mention  the  word  peace  and  the 
bourgeoisie  will  present  it  on  a  silver  platter,  is  a  very  naive  person. 
(Collected  Works  of  Lenijij.  Volume  XXVI,  page  323) . 


On  the  basis  of  this  principle  of  Lenin,  the  proletariat  and 
laboring- people,  of.  the  whole  vorld  are  ca^j^g  out  .a- resolute  .St:TOggle, 
with  the  imperialist  forces  of  war.-'  The  wars  and  proVec  at  ions  iidt^^ 
by  imperialism  in  Korea, -  the  Suez  4mal,  Leb^on,  .  Jordan,  , 

and  other  Asian  and^-South  American,  areas,  led  to,  a  severe,  .setback  for  ... 
the  imperialist  policy  of  war  only  because,  of  oppohitibn- by  the  so¬ 
cialist  camp  and  the  international  proleta^at  as__  weii  as  the  firm 
resistance  of  people  in  those  areas  who  carried' out  wars  of  national 
independence.  Comtless  historical  precedents  tell  ijs  thtt  when  un- 
just,  counterreyolutionary  wars  are  forced  upon  us, -it  is  only  by 
raising  the  banner  of  just  wars,  using  revolutionary  war  tc.fight  ■  .  .. 
counterrevolutionary  wah,  and  using  wars  of  national,,  independence  to 
counter  wars  of  imperialist  aggression  that  imperialist  destruction 
suffered  by  the  people  can  be  cast  away  and  the  peace  longed  for  by 
the  people  can  be  attained.  ;  ;  ;  .v; 

Because  there  is  a  confluence  of  socialist  forces,,  forces  of.  , 
national  independence,  and  the  forces  of  peace  and  .demo. crac^^  ail 
forming  a  flood  of  power  which  is  •united  against  imperialist  wars  • 
and  because  it  is  a  time  when  imperialism  is  instigating  aggressive  , 
wars,  if  the  people  resolutely  raise  the  banner  of  just  wars,  they 
will  be  .able  to  defeat  iti^jerialist  efforts  to  start  a  new  world  war? 
imperialism  will  then  not  dare  to  thjiuk  lightly  about  starting  a  third  - 
world  war,  , 

.  ;  .Under  conditions  -in;  .wliich  the  East  wind  is  prevailing  .  over  the 

West  wind,  and  as  a  result  of  - the  unyielding  and- unccmproraising  struggle 
for  peace  of  the  people  pf  the  whole  world,  the  "positions,  of  strength" 
and  "brink  of  war"  policies  of  the  in^erialist  cliques  headed  by  the 
United  States  have  suffered  another  setback.  American  iraperiallsm  ! 
is  becoming  increasingly  isolated  politic allyj  it  is  meeting  'tri.th  more 
arid  more  difficulties  in  its  economyj  it  is  in  an  inferior  military  , 
position.  It :  is  therefore  compelled  to  show  a  few  signs  of  “peace" 
and  mouth -loi^y  songs  of  "peace."  Lenin  taught  us,  "ImpcrialLst  wars  , 
are  a  continuation  of  peace-time  policy,  and  peace  is  ia  continuation  ,, 
of  war-^time  policy,  •  Peace,  for  imperialism,  is  only  ati  '  ^ 

between  warsj  imperialists  use  this  interval  actively  to ; expand 
military  preparations  for  the  fut-ure  time  when,  they  -will  instigate 
another  war,"  .  Reality  is  just  .like  this,  Merican  imperialism  on  . 
the  one  hand  makes  a  few  "peace"  gestures  and  mouths, lofty  songs  of  . 
"peace^"  but  at  the  same  time,  actively  continues  its  war  preparatiqiis> 
strengtheis  aggressive  military  cliques,  enlarges  r^litary  basqs  (the 
United  States  has  already  established  rtrore  than  2^6  military  bases  :  _  , 
abroad,  arid  missile  bases  elsewhere  abroad  —  and  at  home  r“;-®re  rapidly 
being  set  up) j  urgently  revives  West  German  and  Japanese  militarisra, 
continually  and  uninterruijted3y  carries  out  ndlitary,  training  and  , 
testing  of  various  types  of  missiles,  and  uses  direct  military  actions 
to  threaten  other  cotintries.  It  is  therefore  not  difficult  for  people 
to,  see  that.  American  impeidalisra  rejects  the  idea  of  a  genuine  peaces 
but  uses  the  oppor-bunity  presented  by  peace j  that  is,  Vpeace"  and  . 
"Security,"  in  name  only,  to  carry  out  pr^arations  for  an  aggressive 


In  factj  it  will  then  t^e  the  interval  as  a  means  of  recouping 
its  decline  in  military  power.  In  addition,  \toder  the  signboard  of 
peace,  it  will  attempt  to  use  such  scheming  methods  as  infiltration, 
corruption,  rebellioni  provocation,  splitting  into  factions  in  order 
to  wreck  the  solidaiity  of  the  peace  forces,  to  biing  dowii  the  socialist 
camp;  it  even  dreams  of  so-called  "peaceful  evolution”  and  "internal 
decay"  taking  pl&e  in  the  Socialist  countries  — ^  things  which  might 
restore  capitalism. 

It  is  clear  from  all  this  that  the  basic  goal  of  imperialism, 
which  is  to  destroy  the  socialist  states  and  enslave  the  people  of 
the  whole  world,  has  not  changed j  it  merely  uses  the  method  Of  using 
the  signboard  "peace  and  wai-"  in  place  of  "war  and  peace," 

This  dual  tactic  of  a  false  peace  and  actual  preparation  for 
war  is  becoming  more  and  more  visible  to  all  peace  loving  people  in 
the  world  and  receiving  broad  recognition.  However,  the  Yugoslav^ 
modern  revisionists  go  to  great  lengths  to  argue  in  defense  of  this 
tactic.  They  describe  Eisenhower  as  an  "emissary  Of  peace"  and  praise 
his  Latin  American  trip,  saying  it  has  "eased  intematiohal  tension." 
This  only  shovrs  that  they  are  prettifying  impei’iallsra,  hiding  the  con¬ 
tradiction  between  imperialism  said  the  people  of  the  whole  world, 
paralyzing  the  people  of  the  world,  and  weakening  their  Struggle 
against  imperialism  and  for  peace. 

In  order  to  be  of  service  to  the  aggressive  policy  of  imperial¬ 
ism,  the  Yugoslav  iTiIing  clique  completely  discarded  leirin’s  basic 
thesis  that  imperialism  is  the  source  of  war  and  stubbornly  assert 
that  the  source  of  international  tension  is  the  existence  of  two 
opposing  military  blocs.  In  his  1957  Wticle  for  the  American  Foreign 
Affairs  Quarterly  —  "On  Several  Current  Iiitemational  Questions"  — 
Tito  even  made  these  remarks :  "Stalinas  aggressive  policies  gave  rise 
to  doubts  and  suspicions  in  the  West  and  led  to' the  organization  of 
the  NATO  alliance,"  "Stalin’s  erroneous  foreign  policy"  was  the 
"source  creating  tension."  It  is  very  cle^  that  these  comments  com¬ 
pletely  invert  right  and  wrong,  mix  up  black  ahd  white,  venomously 
slander  and  attack  the  So-^et  Union,  and  serve  imperialism^ 

The  Yugoslav  ruling  clique  uses  the  fraudulent,  reactionary 
theory  of  so-called  "positive  eoexistehce"  as  a  substitute  for  Lehih’s 
principles  of  peaceful  coexistence,  rahihtairJjig  that  the  current 
international  question  is  not  that  of  Socialist  revolution,  but  only  , 
the  question  of  "positive  coexistence^"  they  say  that  "positive  co¬ 
existence"  is  the  only  "foundation  bn  which  to  build  a  permanent  world 
peace."  This  wipes  but  the  distinction  of  class  line  between  the  pro¬ 
letariat  and  the  bourgeoisie  and  of  principle  between  socialist  and 
imperialist  states.  It  denies  the  class  struggle  on  the  international 
scene,  and  advocates  bourgeois  pacifism. 

The  Yugoslav  ruling  clique  t^es  ov^  and  changes  Lenin’s 
principle  that  all  peace  must  not  be  uncbiiiLtionally  praised  and  that 
all  wars  imist  not  be  unconditionally  opposed,  arid  strenuously  advocates 


the  viewpoint  of  revisionist  pacifism.  As  Tito  stated  in  his  New 
YearFs  report  in  1958,  “it  is  necessaiy  to  reject  ideas  of  using 
violence  and  war".—  such  nonsense  as  this.  M.to  uses  these  hypo-  ^  f 
critical  phrases  about  peace  in  order  to  lure  the  people  in  capitalist  , 
and  colonial  states  into  rejecting  reydlution;  ^d  in  order  to  enable 
the  capitalist  system  to  be  maintained  eternally.  Not  long  ago,  when 
the  French  imperialists  used  the  noose  of  "peace”  to  tyy  to  strangle 
the  Algerian  national  war  of  liberation,  the  Yugoslav, representative  : 

urgently  advocated  ceace-fire  discussions,  saying  that  "prolongation 
of  the  war  will  bring  hardships  down  on  the  Algerian  people^"  This 
kind  of  talk  defends  the  colonial  rule  of  French  imperialism  and 
obstructs  the  national  war  of  liberation , of  the  Algerian  people, 

Everywhei^e  the  Yugoslav  roiling  clique  spreads  the  feeling  of 
fear-of -atomic -war.  In  his  New  Year's  report  in  1958,  for  example, 

Tito  stated  that  in  the  atomic  era,  war  presents  the  danger  of 
"annihilation  of  mankind"  and  of  "turning  the  world  into  a  tomb."  He 
used  these  phrases  as  an  accomplice  for  the  American  imperialist  policy, 
which  uses  threat  of  atomic  war. 

Our  socialist  states  are  firmly  opposed  to  war.  If  American 
imperialism  wants  to  start  a  war,  we  absolutely  will  not  be  afraid. 
Nuclear  war  absolutely  cannot  destroy  all  of  mankind  and  it  defird.tely 
cannot  turn  the  world  into  a  tomb.  If  the  imperialists  dare  blindly 
to  provoke  a  third  world  war,  there  will  then  arise  the  possibility 
of  the  entire  capitalism  system  being  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth 
and  of  the  entire  capitalism  system  being  wiped  off  the  face  of  the 
earth  and  of  the  attainment  of  permanent  world  peace. 

We  are  peace-loving,  and  as  states  of  the  socialist  camp  headed 
by  the  Soviet  Union,  support  the  Five  Principles  of  peaceful  coexistence 
we  strive  to  settle  international  disputes  by  the  method  of  negotia¬ 
tions  and  have  raised  a  series  of  peaceful  proposals.  The  states  of 
the  socialist  camp  fervently  hope  for  a  peaceful  international  environ¬ 
ment  for  socialist  and  Communist  construction.  We  are  sincerely 
delighted  that  there  has  arisen  a  certain  relaxation  on  the  interna¬ 
tional  scene.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  under  its  hat 
of  "peace"  imperialism  is  still  hiding  its  active  preparations  for  trar. 
Therefore  a  high  degi*ee  of  vigilance  must  be  maintained  in  the  face  of 
the  plot  of  false  peace  and  real  war-preparations.  Imperialism,  par¬ 
ticularly  its  chief,  American  imperialism,  is  still  the  deadly  eneny 
of  peaceful  people  of  the  world.  Modern  revisionism  represented  by 
Yugoslavia  is  a  creature  of  American  imperialist  policy  and  is  still 
the  major  danger  to  the  international  Communist  movement.  The  solidarity 
of  the  Chinese  and  Soviet  peoples  must  be  strengthened  continuallyj  we 
must  straigthen  the  solidarity  of  the  people  of  the  states  of  the 
socialist  camp  headed  by  the  Soviet  TJnianj  we  must  strengthen  the 
solidarity  of  the  peace-loving  people  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  only 
with  such  solidarity  and  through  an  absolutely  uncompromising  struggle 
against  imperialism  and  modem  revisionism  that  the  victory  of  our 
cause  can  be  defended  reliably. 
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The  struggle  for  a  perm&ient  world  peace  is  the  -mighty  thsk  bf 
the  socialist  states,  the  proletariat y  and  the  laboring  people  of “the 
whole  worlds  'Manidnd,  in  the  end,'  ^11  inevitably  reach 'the’ era  of 
permanent  inteinatiohal  peaces  Let  us  hold  aloft  the  banner  of 
Marxism-Leninism,  support  Lenin *3  pfinciples  oh  peace  and  war,  hold  ■ 
aloft  the  banner  of  peace,  the  banher 'Cf  proletarian  revolution,’  the 
banner  of  sociaHsm  and  Cormroriisra,  while  victoriously  advancing  toward 
our  mighty  goall  '  ' 


5566  '  '  ■■'-.END  ^ 
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